A LESSON ON THE USE OF THE PRESENT PERFECT TENSE

LANGUAGE FOCUS: Present Perfect Tense

TASK OUTCOME: To re-write a song lyric

STAGE 1

Write up on the board ten things that you have done but some of them should be true and some false.

SHEILA’S EXAMPLES: 1. I have been to America.

                                       2. I have sung on Portuguese TV.

                                       3. I have written seven books.

                                       4. I have ridden a camel. etc

Get the students to discuss which they think are true and which are false and then tell you. (In Sheila’s case 1 and 3 are true but 2 and 4 are false.)

STAGE 2

Ask the students if they know the name of the tense. Get them to explain how it is formed (the verb ‘to have + past participle)

Do a quick-fire drill to practise the form:

T: be

SS: I have been

T: drink

SS: I have drunk  etc

Do the same sort of practice with other forms he/she has done etc. 

Ask the students if they can tell you when we need to use the Present Perfect Tense. (When we are talking about something that we have or haven’t done at some time in our life but without mentioning when.)

Point out that the Present Perfect Tense is usually used with words such as: ever, never, already, yet, still, just, recently but it is never used to answer the question when?
STAGE 3 

Get the students to write ten sentences about what they have done but some must be true and some must be false. Go round checking to make sure they are forming the sentences correctly. 

STAGE 4

The students work in pairs trying to guess which of their partner’s sentences are true and which are false.

STAGE 5

Hand out the gap-fill task-sheet to ‘I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For’. Play the song and get the students to fill the gaps.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSv-lKwOQvE
Check the lyrics and then get the students to check by listening and reading the lyrics.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BnD6ojjA0OA
STAGE 6

Put the students into groups and get them to re-write the lyric of ‘I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For’ according to their own (real or imagined) experience of life.

Example: I have passed my exams

                I have scored the winning goal

                In my life, in my life.   Etc.

When they have finished, they can sing their versions of the song for the rest of the class. They can use a karaoke version to sing to.

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jb9YAEQv9fo
